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Abstract : Cloud computing, a technology that is made possible through virtualization within networks represents a shift from
the traditional ownership of infrastructure and other resources by distinct organization to a more scalable pattern in which
computer resources are rented online to organizations on either as a pay-as-you-use basis or by subscription. In other words,
cloud computing entails the renting of computing resources (such as storage space, memory, servers, applications, networks,
etc.) by a third party to its clients on a pay-as-go basis. It is a new innovative technology that is globally embraced because of
its renowned benefits, profound of which is its cost effectiveness on the part of organizations engaged with its services. In
Nigeria, the services are provided either directly to companies mostly by the key IT players such as Microsoft, IBM, and
Google; or in partnership with some other players such as Infoware, Descasio, and Sunnet. This action enables organizations to
rent IT resources on a pay-as-you-go basis thereby salvaging them from wastages accruable on acquisition and maintenance of
IT resources such as ownership of a separate data centre. This paper intends to appraise the challenges of cloud computing
adoption in Nigeria, bearing in mind the country’s peculiarities’ in terms of infrastructural development. The methodologies
used in this paper include the use of research questionnaires, formulated hypothesis, and the testing of the formulated
hypothesis. The major findings of this paper include the fact that there are some addressable challenges to the adoption of
cloud computing in Nigeria. Furthermore, the country will gain significantly if the challenges especially in the area of
infrastructural development are well addressed. This is because the research established the fact that there are significant
gains derivable by the adoption of cloud computing by organizations in Nigeria. However, these challenges can be overturned
by concerted efforts in the part of government and other stakeholders.
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