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Abstract : To double the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix by 2030 as part of actions for the Paris
Agreement, policymakers in each ratifying country must accelerate their efforts within the next few years by implementing
their own renewable energy strategies. Kenya has increased its funding for research and development in renewable energy
sources largely because it intends to reduce greenhouse gas GHG emissions by 30% from business as usual (BAU) levels (143
MtCO2eq) by 2030. In 2013, the Kenyan government launched an ambitious plan to increase the installed power generation
capacity from 1,768MW to more than 5,000MW by the end of 2017. This paper examines the formulation and implementation
process of this plan and shows how this plan will affect Kenya’s renewable energy industry and national policy implementation
in general. Results demonstrate that, despite having a well- documented policy in place, the Kenyan government cannot meet
its target of 5000MW by the end of 2017. Among other factors, we find that the main reason is attributable to the failure in
adhering to the main principles of the policy plan. We also find that the government has failed to consider the future energy
demand. Had the policy been implemented on time, we argue that there would have been excess power.
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