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Abstract : Integrated livestock and cropping system is very old agricultural practice since antiquity. It is an eco-friendly and
sustainable farming system in which both the resources are optimally and rationally utilized through the recycling and reutilization of their by-products. Indian farmers follow in- farm integrated farming system unlike in developed countries where
both farm and off-farm system prevailed. The data on different components of the integrated farming system is very limited and
that too is not widely available in published form. The primary source is the only option for understanding the mechanism,
process, evaluation and performance of integrated livestock cropping system. Researcher generated data through the field
survey of sampled respondents from sampled villages from Bulandshahr district of Uttar Pradesh. The present paper aims to
understand the component group of system, degree, and level of integration, level of generation of employment, income,
improvement in farm ecology, the economic viability of farmers and check in rural-urban migration. The study revealed that
area witnessed intra farm integration in which both livestock and cultivation of crops take place on the same farm. Buffalo,
goat, and poultry are common components of integration. Wheat, paddy, sugarcane and horticulture are among the crops. The
farmers are getting 25% benefit more than those who do not follow the integrated system. Livestock husbandry provides
employment and income through the year, especially during agriculture offseason. 80% of farmers viewed that approximately
35% of the total expenditure incurred is met from the livestock sector. Landless, marginal and small farmers are highly
benefited from agricultural integration. About 70% of farmers acknowledged that using wastes of animals and crops the soil
ecology is significantly maintained. Further, the integrated farming system is helpful in reducing rural to urban migration. An
incentive with credit facilities, assured marketing, technological aid and government support is urgently needed for sustainable
development of agriculture and farmers.
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